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It has been understood from the above result that, if spheres are 
filled at such a high density as will not allow the spheres to 
move, the aggregate of Er 3 Ni spheres shows a high strength against 
vibrations. However, caution must be used because there is a 
possibility that, if the filling density has been made too high, 
fracture will occur due to the compression force at the time of 
filling. 

© 

Investigation has been made on the mechanical characteristics of 
magnetic cold storage materials, Er 3 Ni, Er 3 Co, ErNi, and ErNi 
z that are the intermetallic compound of Er and Ni or Co. The 
method of evaluation used is that, spheres of magnetic cold storage 
materials of 0.18 - 0.25 mm in particle size are filled in the 
same way as that at the time of the operation of the refrigerator, 
and the situation of fracture after having conducted a compression 
test and a vibration test has been observed. 
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Aside from compression forces applied when cold storage materials 
are filled into the regenerator, various forces are applied to 
them, such as vibrations at the time of the operation of the 
refrigerator, or the force generated when a system that incorporates 
a refrigerator moves with great acceleration as in a linear motor 
car . 

© 

the method of evaluation of the mechanical characteristic's of metal 
spheres of around <|>0 . 2 mm has not been established in general. 
And therefore, a compression test has been carried out on the 
aggregate of spherical particles, without considering individual 
spheres, and with such spheres being filled into a cylindrical 
container (see Fig. 5) that has simulated the regenerator of cold 
storage materials. 
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TOSHIBA Rare Earth Based 

EXTREMELY LOW TEMPERATURES MAGNETIC COLD STORAGE MATERIALS 
( CATALOG ) 
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4 •Specif ic heat at extremely low temperatures (Er 3 Ni, Er 3 Co, ErNi, 
HoCu 2 , Pb) 
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Fig. 6 Sb-Pb spheres after compression of 20 
MPa: (a) Wide scope, (b) Detail. 
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Fig. 7 Fractured Er 3 Ni sphere after comprs- 
sion of 100 MPa. 
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Fig. 8 Typical fracture surface of Er 3 Ni sphere 
after compression of 100 MPa. 
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Fig. 9 Typical Er 3 Ni sphere with cracks after 
compression of 100 MPa. 
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Fig. 10 Relation between fracture ratio^ after 
vibration test and packing density of 
spheres in test vessel. — ^ 
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Fig. 3 Schematic diagram of centrifugal atom- 
ization. 

Fig. 4 ICia.L^S^-Cf^ LA: Er 3 Ni i*<0H^T^\ 

Ktes^M^<t^^^^^n^ft$n^^i6tc(i. ft 




10 M m 



(a) 




100 m 



(b) 

Fig. 4 Spherical particles of Er^Ni: (a) view of a 
group; (b) detail 
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Fig. 5 Schematic diagram of experimental ap- 
paratus for compression testing. 
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